YOU WANT A BLANK 
HEQUE? 


3 Brigadier Lawrence Fletcher, Lahore, Pakistan. 
od has given us each a blank cheque, and it is found 
ten in Philippians 4:19, “My God shall supply all 
- need, according to his riches in Christ Jesus.” 

is verse has been analyzed in this way: | 
ae bank—““My God.” 
ne cheque—‘“shall supply.” 
ae amount—‘“all your need.” 
e capital—‘‘his riches.” 
ae bank address—‘“in glory.” 
e signature—“by Christ Jesus.” 
ere remains only one thing for you to do, and that 
add your own signature, for no cheque will be hon- 
at a bank counter unless it is endorsed. We sign 
names to it, and the needed supply is ours. This is 
; God wants you to do with this gracious promise 
as given. —War Cry (Canada). 


RAYER 


God, who has formed all hearts to love Thee, made 
ays to lead to Thy face, created all desire to be un- 
ied save in Thee; with great compassion look upon 
thered here. Our presence is our prayer, our need 
nly plea we dare to claim, Thy purposes the one 
ance we possess. 
«me of us are very confused; we do not know why 
ere ever born, for what end we should live, which 
we should take. But we are willing to be guided. 
- our trembling hands in Thine, and lead us on. 
e of us are sore within. We long for love and 
-dship, but we care for no one and feel that no one 
for us. We are misunderstood, we are lonely, we 
been disappointed, we have lost our faith in man 
our faith in life. Wilt Thou not let us love Thee 
first loved us? 

e of us are vexed with passions that affright us; to 
_ to them would mean disaster, to restrain them is 
md our power. 
ad so because there is no answer, no end or satisfac- 
iin ourselves; because we are what we are, and yet 
to be so different; we ‘believe Thou art, and that 
1 dost understand us. By faith we feel after Thee, 
agh love we find the way, in hope we bring our- 
+s to Thee.” Amen. 


| 


Blair, Nebraska, July 30, 1956 


GET OUT THE SCISSORS 


Charles H. Spurgeon was once visited by a woman 


who felt that Spurgeon’s cravat was too long. To her _ 
it was a sign of worldliness. (Ministers of that day wore — 
what the distionary calls a stock—a broad, stiffened — 


band worn as a cravat.) 


Spurgeon listened patiently, took off the offensive — 
cravat, handed it to the woman, and told her to adjust — 


it to the length she thought it ought to be. “But,” he add- — 
ed, “dear sister, may I perform a service for you, too?” _ 
egies she replied, “I shall appreciate it very 0 


mu: 


“Well,” said Spurgeon, “you also have something which : 


is too long to be in accord with Christian humility, which _ 
has caused me and others a great deal of grief. I should © 


like to cut it down to its proper length.” “Indeed,” she 
inquired. ‘“What can it be? Here, use the scissors as you 
please.” With calm friendliness Spurgeon said, “Dear 
sister, will you stick out your tongue, please?” 


Those wagging tongues (and men are as quilty here’ 


as women), how much evil could be avoided if they 
were not so long! Many of us need to have our tongues 
trimmed down to size. 


James 1:26 speaks of the danger of an _ unbridled 


tongue. People not only lose their spiritual power 
through wrong use of the tongue, but by means of an 
untamed tongue poisoned arrows are sent to other peo- 
ple’s hearts. “Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue” (Prov. 18:21). 


Who of us has not suffered in some way by this “lit- | 


tle member,” the tongue? This suffering perhaps makes 
us more careful for a time, but how easily we slip back 
into the old way of speaking! If we lived in God’s 
presence consciously, we would weigh our words by His 
standard and not by our faulty human measures. 


—Gospel Trumpet 
MY BIBLE 
By Edgar A. Guest 
And should my soul be torn with grief, 
Upon my shelf I find 
A little volume, torn and thumbed, 
For comfort just designed. 
I take my little Bible down 
And read its pages o’er, 
And when I part from it I find 
I’m stronger than before. 


r 


) 
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News and Notes 


St. John’s Lutheran Church, Saxe- 
ville, Wis. was struck by lightning 
July 12 and jburned to the ground. 
Most of the furniture was removed 


from the church but the building was 
a total loss. No further details are at 
. this time available. 


The Rev. Verner Carlsen of Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, has resigned to accept 


a call from the Home Mission Board 


to develop a new field at East Whit- 


tier, Calif. 


Council Bluffs, Iowa. Our Savior’s 
Lutheran (Church has just completed 


the installation of a 25 ton air con- 
ditioning unit for the church. It will 


cool either the sanctuary or base- 
ment fellowship hall or both. Is this 
the first air conditioning unit in any 
church in our synod? Of any other 


congregation has one let us know. 


Pastor Harold C. Jorgensen, Blair, 
Neb., ‘who is travelling in Europe this 
summer was one of the speakers at 
the annual Fourth of July celebration 
at Raebild, Denmark. 


The Mormon Church is: active in 
(Denmark. A member. of the Council 
of Twelve Apostles of this church, 
Adam S. Bennison, has been visiting 
Denmark this summer. 104 men and 
women are working as missionaries of 
the Mormon faith and 15 more were 
expected in July. 


Pastor Alfred Jensen of Sidney, 
Montana has accepted a call extend- 
ed to him by Zion Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Clifton, Illinois and 
expects to begin his work there the 
first week in (October. The former pas- 
tor, Rev. L. M. Nielsen, is now a chap- 
lain in the armed services and is sta- 
tioned in Nevada. 


North Central Regional Theological 
Conference 

The Lutheran World Federation is 
conducting a theological conference at 
Gustavus Adolphus ‘College, St. Peter, 
Minn. August 21-24. The conference 
begins August 21 at 8 P.M. Pastor J. 
£. Andersen, Acting President of Min- 
nesota District, urges Iowa, Minnesota 
and all pastors to attend. Rooms may 
be had for $1.00 a day by writing to 
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United Evangelical Lutheran 


Blair, Nebr. 


with Pastor William Hanson 


Mr. Ren Anderson, Gustavus Adolphus 
College, St. Peter, Minn. 


Four European Lutherans who are 
contributing significantly to theologi- 
cal development and church practice 
in Europe will be the speakers at this 
conference. They include: Dr. P. Ech- 
ternach, professor at the University of 
‘Hamburg, Germany; Dr. Gerhard 
Gloege, professor at the University 
of Jena in the East Zone of Germany; 
Dr. Aare Lauha, professor at the Uni- 
versity of Helsinki, Finland; and Dr. 
Sven Lerfeldt, pastor of the Church of 
the Holy Ghost in Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. All will lecture in English. 


Eugene, Ore. Bethesda (Lutheran 
Church, Ingtward Olsen pastor. 


There was a good response to the 
series of meetings held April 11-15 
from. 
Norwalk, Calif. as our guest speaker. 


Pentecost Sunday was a memorable 
day at Bethesda when we received 
32 new members through infant, child 
and adult baptism and a class of 9 
young people were confirmed, also an 
adult confirmation class. May they 
remain true to their vows and to their 
church. 


A memorial service was held in our 
memorial park with service men in 
uniform on May 30th. 


Several of our members are vaca- 
tioning this summer in Denmark, 
namely, Mrs. Karen Madsen, Mr. and 
Mrs. Aage Toftemark, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Otto Jensen and children, Ken- 
neth and Beverly. We wish for them 
a pleasant trip and safe return in the 
fall. 


Daily vacation ‘Bible school was 
held June 18-22nd with 181 children 
enrolled. Nine teachers assisted iby 
Pastor and Mrs. Olsen conducted the 
school. 


Our pulpit was occupied Sunday, 
July 8th by our former pastor Sam- 
uel Hansen from ‘Los Angeles. Choir 
members and their families together 
‘with friends of Pastor and Mrs. Han- 
sen and their son Pastor Allan Han- 
sen and family, enjoyed a picnic din- 
ner in our park following the worship 
service. 


ee where. 


ligious News Service, 


When CHANGE OF ADDRESS is desired give old as well as new address. Ente 


at the Post Office at Blair, Nebr., under Act of March 38, 1879. 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


d should be sent to the editor at Spencer, J 
. Plum St., Northfield, Minn. 


Home Plan, Subscriptions, remittances, ch: 
ould be sent to the Lutheran Publishing Hou 
red as secondclass matter, December 14, 19 


Atlantic W.MS. 


The annual meeting of the Wo 
Missionary ‘Society, Atlantic Distri« 
will be held in conjunction with t : 
District convention at Penn Ya 
New York, from August 30th to Seq 
tember 2nd. 

All local societies are urged tf. 
send delegates. Delegates to this cor’ 
vention shall be: 

1. Members of the executive boar 

2. Members of the literature con 
tee. 

3, Wives of pastors of our District) 

4. Delegates elected by local societi¢ 
in the ratio of one delegate for eac| 
twenty-five members, or fraction ther@ 
of. 

A short preliminary {business mee} 


ing of the W.M.S. will be held Frhj 


day morning at 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p, i 
The business meeting will be held ¢) 
Friday afternoon from 4:00 p.m. i. 
5:30 p.m. The W.M.S. program I 
be Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. Pastqd 
George J. Robertson will be the speal 
er and have as his topic “Our Mif’ 
sions After Merger.” kk 


(Mrs.) Ann H. Tibbals ~ 
Rec. Sec’y. (1956) 


if 


| 
] | 
! 
a) 

“Hold High the Torch” has bee, 
chosen as the theme for the 198 
Dana College Homecoming slated fq 
October 19-21. i, 


Included in the items to be feature}, 
in the three day program will 4’ 
‘Dana’s much-discussed expansion pra 
gram. 


Arrangements are ‘being made 
the special recognition of several pag 
Dana graduating classes. 1m. 

Missionary Receives Visa to Indi# 
Pastor Henry N. Hansen, informs uj 
that Miss Anne Jorgensen of Hussai 
Canada, has been given permissiof 
to enter India as our Missionary, sta’ 
ing that since she is a Canadian cif 
izen she will only require a Specid’ 
Endorsement for India in her pa s 
port. 


Plans are now being made for nd 
commissioning, that she may leay 
ithe latter part of September for Indi 
More information later. We want ow 
riends to know this, that you ma 
rejoice with us. God answers prayer 


(continued on page 14) 
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torials and Comments 


TAKE AN EMETIC 


e€ an emetic and vomit, was the advice Soren 


fhe Beecer the a perficial Christian life of his 
‘We got to think of this advice when we edited 
4-5 in this issue and also page 7. There are some 
} there in which great concern is voiced because 
# superficial Christian life so prevalent today. 


§ we look at the religious scene in America, it seems 
characterized iby a boundless but superficial op- 
nm. We are so pleased we gain new members, the 
ts go up, the budget is raised. The green light is 
everywhere. Christianity is well spoken of. We 
new and bigger churches, and we pay for them 
at more do you expect? 


need a great passion. We don’t find much passion 
olace. The only place where there seems to be any 
ion is in our prejudices. 


read many books every year, but we seldom find 
book where there is real passion, deep conviction. 
=ad books with sermons, and the sermons may have 
Dassion when they were preached, but it was lost 
e paper. 


great love and no great passion. 


ithe Sermon on the Mount Jesus said: :“Blessed are 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
s is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
iil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
kad, for your reward is great in heaven, for men so 
‘cuted the prophets who were before me.” 


ording to that, who among us will get a reward in 
=n? No one! 


one gets provoked at our preaching. No one per- 
pes us. No one gets disturbed by our writing. This 
» alarming problem. We preach right doctrine. Some 
yore orthodox than others, and some are more liberal. 
that does not matter much. Each one is proud of his 
mposition, but no one has any passionate conviction. 
y one looks out for himself, and he is tactful enough 
> hurt the feelings of anyone. 


, we really have made some advance that we are 
to preach the power of the gospel in such a way 
no one gets disturbed. We have such beautiful and 
«ful conversions! 


e an emetic! 


. have got to the point where we use Christianity . 
own purposes. We have God as our partner in 
and He will help us in being successful. We start 
the young people. We tell them, you can have 


De A a * DS Se CA ae dp a en - Ree = Pp (gd " ELA aio o 
AE aed MRR meee aT ee hye ee ah ae oe A ‘ ot: ihe tiny © he. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 3 


lots of fun and still be Christians. We let them grow 
up and we tell them, you come to church, just raise your 
contributions a bit and God will be well pleased with 
you. We do not expect any great passion in your faith. 
We understand all your problems. You can have all 
these things and still be good Christians. 


And the people listen. The great religious interest in 
the land makes them listen. They listen because they 
are anxious and full of fear. They do not know why. 
They are groping, and then we offer them sleeping pills 
and sedatives to quiet their nerves. 


We conduct such beautiful services. They are so sooth- 
ing. But passion, passion, where is it? 


We send our children to Sunday School because it is 
a protection for them in this world which has some bad 
spots here and there. But 85 per cent of the parents don’t 
know what goes on in the Sunday School, and the chil- 
dren do not see any great passionate faith in their par- 
ents, which would make an everlasting impression on 
them. 


No, we are a happy people. We have freedom and 
democracy. The American way of life. Let us keep it.— 
Turn on the TV and be content! . 


It is true that there are a few disturbing clouds here 
and there. We hate the communists and the Russians. 
We fear the atomic bomb. We seem to be more afraid of 
the atoms and the Russians than of hell itself. 


The communists and the atoms may destroy our 
tranquility. 


Many years ago a woman died in Minnesota. We were 
told by the family that she was very greedy. The last 
days that she lived she was irrational. She constantly 
pointed toward a corner and said: “I can see the devil 
over there in this corner. He is dark and he has horns 
and he is showing me money.” 


Poor soul, she could not reach that money. 


Our devil is the one that keeps us from getting all the 
nice things we like to have. 


But some one says, you are too pessimistic. Don’t 
we do many good things? Don’t we give to foreign mis- 
sions, don’t we build churches, don’t we give more to 
Christian colleges, don’t we spend billions on foreign 
aid? Don’t you think this is worth something? 


Certainly we are doing many good things, but where 
is the passicn and the vision in all our activity. Is it be- 
cause of a driving passion we do these things, or is it 
because this belongs to the life we like to live, a life 
of ease and complacency? We are at least so generous 
that if we have a good time, others should have it too. 


We fear the communists, but can they teach us any- 
thing? Yes, they have a driving passion that is able 
to make them sacrifice for their conviction. They are 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Missouri Synod Reaffirms Opposition 


‘To Certain Lodges 


St. Paul, Minn. — The Lutheran 


el Church-Missouri Synod has reaffirm- 


ed its opposition to certain lodges and 
spelled out the “exceptional cases” in 
which lodge members may receive 


‘Holy Communion. 


These cases, said a resolution adopt- 
ed by the synod’s national convention 


x here, “are normally limited to those 


instances in which the individual in- 


- volved has renounced, to his pastor 
and/or the church council, the un- 


Christian or anti-Christian teaching of 


affiliation, 


the lodge of which he is a member.” 
The pastor in these cases was asked 


_ to “put forth continuous effort” to 
(ering the individual involved to an 


early decision in regard to his lodge 
which ‘would determine 


whether he may “become or remain” a 


communicant member of the congrega- 


tion. ° 


The resolution sald it should be 


‘the practice of the congregations of — 


the Synod not to administer Holy Com- 
munion to members of such. lodges, 
nor to admit such persons to com- 
municant membership, since Holy 
Communion expresses an exclusive 


- spiritual relationship of the communi- 


cant to his Lord and to his brethren.” 

The convention acted because “some 
members of our Synod have express- 
ed fears that misinterpretations of the 
lodge paragraphs in the handbook (of 
the Synod) have led to laxity of prac- 
tice in this area of the Church’s re- 
sponsibility.” 

“The members of our Synod are be- 
ing increasingly exposed to the pres- 
sures of the various recruitment cam- 
paigns iby un-Christian or anti-Chris- 
tian lodges,” the resolution said. 

“The constant purpose of the Church 
must be to win individuals away from 
un-Christian or anti-Christian associa- 
tions for undivided service to the 
Lord.” 


Hromadka Sees Eventual Religious 
Freedom Behind Iron Curtain 


Berlin—Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka 
of Prague, Czech Protestant theolo- 
gian, predicted there would ‘be full 
religious liberty for all people behind 
the Iron Curtain once the Communist 
leaders consolidate their rule. 

In an address reported by the West 
German Radio, the theologian also 
said that although (Christians must live 
with ‘Communism, they would never 
be converted to it. 


Dr. Hromadka, dean of the theologi- 
cal faculty at the University of Prague, 
spoke before some 70 Protestant lead- 
ers from both sides of the Iron Cur- 
tain at a conference in Arnoldshain 
sponsored iby the World Council of 
Churches. Theme of the meeting was 
“The Responsible Society in Na- 
tional and International Affairs.” 

Admitting that he is a Socialist, the 
theologian said it was the duty of all 
Christian churches under Communist 
rule to “enforce within the existing 
Socialist order all the religious rights 
and freedoms without which man can- 
rot live.” 

He conceded that Christians behind 
the Iron Curtain still have many diffi- 
culties to overcome because manly. per- 
sonal rights and liberties were being 
restricted. 


Americans Marrying Too Young, 
Theologian Warns 


Washington, D. C. — A prominent 
Roman Catholic theologian warned 
here that Americans are getting mar- 
ried at too early an age. 

The Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R., dean of the School of Theology 
at Catholic University of America, 
pointed out that the average age of 
marriage has declined to 22 for men 
and 20 for women. 

It would ‘be much better if the 
average for men was 25 and for women 
23, he told a family life institute on 
the campus. 

“T think that in present-day society,” 
Father ‘Connell said, “a young man has 
not had sufficient time to stabilize 
himself after finishing his education 
until he is 25.” 

He said that a young couple should 
understand “the social nature of mar- 
riage,” and that it is “an institution 
primarily for the welfare of society 
and not for the individual.” 

Parents should discourage steady 
dating among teen-agers, the theolo- 
gian advised. 

“Steady company-keeping should be 
permitted only where there is a pos- 
sibility of a marriage,” he said. 

Father Connell also warned against 
the increasing number of mixed mar- 
riages, asserting that many persons 
of different religious background are 
marrying “without sufficient reason.” 


Minister Urges Sex Equality 
In ‘Popping The Question’ 

New York—A lutheran minister 
suggested here that “popping the mar- 
riage question” be made a “two-way 
street.” 


‘Sunday hours on a mutual basis ° 


of the Luther League of America, } 
Rev. Leslie Conrad, Jr., executive 
retary, said it should be “possibl 
proper” for either sex to req 
date “or even ask for the other’s 
in marriage.” 


“TI am for changing our cultur 
tern to such a degree that young 
might have just as much free 
choosing their husbands as me! 

in picking their wives,” he sai 


Mr. Conrad said he believed “ 
marriageable young ladies would } 
for this new approach.” 


“All they’ve got to do now, 
added, “is convince 97 per cent 
fathers, about 95 per cent of ¢ 
able young men and most of A 
ica’s sociologists and marriage « 
selors.” H 


The clergyman’s message appeal 
in Luther Life, publication of the 
Sue, which is the young pet 
auxiliary of the United Lut 
Church in America. ; 


Efforts To Close Supermarkets 4 
On Sundays Fail i 

Dayton, O.—Efforts to close Day 
area supermarkets on Sundays h 
failed. Be 

The independent Dorothy Lane 1 n 
ket, regarded as the “key” to Sun 
closing, turned down a proposal ‘ 


three large chains. This propa 
would have affected about 35 sto: 


A subsequent suggestion thalt | 
the chains close Sundays for a 60- 
trial period also was defeated. — 


The Dorothy Lane market has be 
open for Sunday. business ever sil 


it was established eight years a 
The chains—Kroger, Liberal and ; 


a 


bers—opened ‘Sundays for the first ti 


last October. Officials of Ithese m 
kets have repeatedly said they wor 
close Sundays if Dorothy Lane did. 


Informed sources regard the Sunc 
issue as strictly a commercial fi; 
between the chains and independer 

The mutual-closing proposal was i 
feated when Wayne F. Lee, attorr 
for the Dorothy Lane market, a 
a prepared statement which said: 

“Over 3,000 people find it conv 
ient to shop at Dorothy Lane on Ss 
day. I have advised Dorothy Lane ft 
in my opinion at this time it wo 
be unwise to deprive these people 
an opportunity to buy food on © 
day of their choice .. .” 


“It seems to me that Sunday c’ 
ing if desirable for the groceries 
likewise desirable for all business 
operation of which is not absolut 
necessary for tthe public welfare . 


! 
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i f the Dead Are Quick 


a pastor, addressing a 
1) of American clergymen, was 
filing the sorrowful predicament 
F ‘church. Half of his church was 

; and half of it was dead, he said, 
‘the trouble is,” he added, “the 
part is more active than the liv- 


L may smile at his manner of ex- 

sion, ‘but—come to think of it— 
it it be that his description fits 
‘a a congregation in our own 
ith body? Could it be true that 
of our most active members 
ithe “deadest’? That those who 
wearing themselves out, working 
oards and committees, would do 
‘very same thing—and with the 
> motivation—for the local cham- 
ionf commerce or for their favorite 
ice clulb?: 


be to that church whose dead 
bers are the most active! Whose 
fers and committee members are 
ued by any other motives than the 
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love of God in Christ. It has properly 
been said that evangelism always be- 
gins at home. It is not inconceivable 
that some of our most important wit- 
nessing may need to be done to some 
who are most active in our church’s 
organizational programs. 


—American Lutheran 


Readers of the New York Times 
will know that political disturbances 
are increasing in Colombia, with many 
casualties, not reported in the Co- 
lumbia press. 


The Protestant Federation of Co- 
lombia quotes from tthe bulletin of 
(May 1st issued by the Apostolic Vicar 
of Quibdo these words (among oth- 
ers): “Protestants and Evangelicals 
are dread enemies of public peace; 
breeders of communism ...” Else- 
where in the bulletin is open encour- 
agement to “committing ‘pleasant’ 
outrages on behalf of the Lord’! 

Not only have Protestant schools in 


THE LIVING WORD 


By Luther A. Weigle 
“The Meaning of AGAPE” 


se most characteristic word of the 
Testament is the Greek word 
» “love.” The noun agape, the 
verb agapao, and the adjective 
petos appear in the Greek New 
faament 312 times, and were cor- 
my translated “love” or “beloved” 
I dale and all other sixteenth- 
y versions up to the Bishops’ 
=. In the second edition of the 
it was translated as “charity” in 
ry-two cases, and the King James 
> used “charity” in twenty-six of 


xe distribution of these twenty- 
seases is peculiar. None appears 
me 1 Corinthians 8.1. Eleven of 
‘twenty-six are in 1 Corinthians, 
‘eight of these in chapter 13. No 

reason can fbe given for the de- 
m to use the word “‘charity” in 
i= twenty-six cases. 


xe second edition of the Bishop’s 
f and the King James Bible stand 
ke in this strange substitution of 
rity” for love in less than 10 per 

of the cases of the occurrence 
ape and its correlatives. The re- 
H versions of 1881 and 1901 re- 


turned to the practice of the earlier 
sixteenth-century versions, and used 
“love” throughout; and they have 
fbeen followed in this by all modern 
translations based upon the original 
Greek. 


By so doing, the modern transla- 
tions give a surer undergirding to the 
basic Christian doctrine of God and 
man than does the King James Ver- 
seion. The basic principle and ulti- 
mate motive of both the Christian 
gospel and the Christian ethic is love. 
God is love, and we love because he 
first loved us. In the translation of 
the Greek word agape, we are dealing 
not with a mere exhortation to feel- 
ing and action, or even with a state- 
ment of human duty, but with the 
ultimate grounding of human duty 
and destiny in the very nature and 
eternal purpose of God. ‘Whatever 
would tend to separate human love 
from divine love, or to weaken the 
essential connection between the 
Christian ethic and the Christian gos- 
pel, is wrong. Yet that is just what 
the King James Version does, in those 
twenty-six cases which it tears out of 
the total fabric of the New Testament 
teaching. 


the “mission territories” not been al-— 
lowed to reopen; churches in those 


provinces have recently been closed. 
There is some prospect that the gov- 
ernment rwill soon permit their re- 
opening. 


So far, Protestant schools in other 
parts of Colombia have not suffered 
interference. 
mony of such a school in Barranquil- 
la, both the U. S. Amlbassador and an 
official of the Ministry of Education 


of Colombia were present and spoke. 


‘The (General Assembly of the 


Church of Scotland, on May 28, unan- — 
imously denounced ‘the documented — 


persecution of Protestants in ‘both 
Spain and Colombia, and woted to 
“request Her Majesty’s Government 
to make all possible representations 
to the governments concerned that 
the persecution of Protestants should 
cease immediately.” 
further states, “This persecution var- 
ies from severe legal restrictions upon 
freedom of speech, assembly and wor- 
ship in Spain to the most appalling 
prutality and organized murder in 
Colombia.” 


The Presbyterian Assembly of Ire- 
land has protested the persecution of 
Protestants in Colombia, addressing 
the Roman Catholic Primate of All- 
Treland. 


Presbyterians . abroad evidently 
share the concern so _ consistently 
voiced by Presbyterians in this coun- 
try. 


Quotes in the News 


Dr. Joseph Simonson, United States 
Ambassador to Ethiopa, “Many of our 
colleges were established by church 
bodies, [bout today they too often sub- 
stitute the stadium and the basketball 
court for the chapel as their focus. The 
public schools no longer use readers 
with a ‘Christian emphasis. Something 
is lost from education when concern 
for Christian principles goes out.” 


Alcoholic Beverage Industry 


Third Among TV Spot Advertisers 

The alcoholic {beverage industry 
now ranks third among all advertisers 
in the amount spent on television and 
spot advertising, according to the 
Methodist Board of Temperance. The 
Television Bureau of Advertising esti- 
mated expenditures by (brewers and 
distillers at $8,323,000 for the first 
three months of this year. This was 
exceeded only by the food and drug 
industries, The amount was two and 
one-half times that spent by automo- 
bile manufacturers. 


At-a recent public cere- — 
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Members of 


God’s Household 


Synodical Convention Devotion 
By L. A. Kirkegaard 


“You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God” Ephes. 2:19. 


The word of God is a message to all men regardless 
of who they are and what their circumstances may be. 
The letter that the apostle Paul wrote to his fellow 
Christians in Ephesus is an ancient one by now. There 
is no city, only a ruin. The very civilization within which 
Paul travelled and preached has disappeared. In time 
we are moving further and further away from the A- 
postle and his day. 


But then let us consider that it was a world civiliza- 
tion in which Paul lived, with great cities, in which cul- 
tures of many nations met together. Spiritually it was 
a time of incredible confusion. Old religions were dying, 
new sects and cults were appearing and disappearing. 
The most primitive of superstitions competed with the 
most sophisticated of philosophies for the attention of 
men. 


It was a day of great organization and marvellous 
efficiency in outward things, but in the thinking and 
beliefs of men there was confusion and clutter. Many 
an individual did feel that he was a stranger and a so: 
journer in this world. It scarcely caused comment 
whenever a Roman retired wearily to his room and 
ended his life as a last sensible gesture in a senseless 
world. 


Many believed in one God, or thought that they be- 
lieved in Him. But to them God seemed far away, dim 
and mysterious. This belief did not rescue them from 
a sense of frustration and despair. It did not build them 
up, gave them no power over their sins, no hope when 
facing death and eternity. They were in fact ruled by 
the powers of darkness. ° 


In speaking to these new Christians Paul says “You 
we see why the Apostle feels that Christ is using him 
to rescue souls from a lost world. We agree with Paul 
when he describes their condition as one “having no 
hope and without God in the world.” We see that the 
greatest need of men is for Christ, now as it was then. 


In speaking to those new Christians Paul says “You 
are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the house- 


hold of God.” 


‘3 BRS (Vaiss fers 


ee en 


an age bes like his, 


“T have found the way back to God,” he tells! 
“Christ has made this possible for me and all whol 
pent of what they are and believe in Him.” 


“Are you with God now?” we ask him. 


“God is with me right now,” he replies. “Christ Pe 


in me and is preparing me for eternity.” 


“So now you must be very happy, we say. He IF 
at us for a moment before he gives his answer. 


“Happy? Well, yes. But in a way I am more unhé,, 
than I used to be. My conscience is more tender, |; 
sins trouble me more. I see the utter futility of this 
so clearly. And then, life has become more diff}, 
since I became a Christian. Old friends, relative 4 
ways, make it very hard to follow Christ. No, happij, 
is not really the word for it. I have peace with God 
I am willing to accept everything that happens to! 
for now God rules my life.” A 


Notice that the outward circumstances have not chi 
ed for this new Christian. If he was a slave before 
still is a slave. Likewise if he was a soldier or an} 
ficial or the housewife of a poor man. Outwardly al. 
the same. Inwardly all is different. If this is not mir} 
lous, what is? 7 


Now let us turn the spotlight of the Word upon 4; 
selves. This world, so comfortable, so convenient, t 
modern—well, when we apply to it what Paul has, 
say of the outward things it really has a bite to it. 
world is a lost world, a desert that cannot refresh }j 


soul. ; 


In this world, then as now, wherever the Word of ¢! 
is taught in its truth and purity, wherever the a 
ments are rightly administered, there stands the chul! 
Here are the members of God’s household, here are) 


fellow-citizens of the saints. } 
Periodically a person needs to ask himself ‘‘Am |. 

the household of God? Am I really a member of Gi 

Household?” | 


A person needs to examine himself with regar¢! 
this world in which outward things are all import}! 
Most of the time this generation carries on a pretel! 
that there is no such thing as an inner life. We fol 
that this inner life stands in the same relationship tof! 
outward things as the center of a tree is related to 
bark. When the center gets hollow the tree dies. — 

} 

The very essence of this inner life is faith. Do Ij : 
lieve in God and all His promises? Without faith th, 
is no pleasing God. Will I, regardless of the outw), 
circumstances, believe that God has answered my i | 
er and God knows what He is doing? 


It is this absolute faith that is the sign of a men! 
oh 
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x0d’s household. Faith is the compass needle that 
ms north regardless. It is not a weathervane that turns 
ircumstances dictate. 
may well be that the Christian of Paul’s day had 
etter understanding of this than we have. Never did 
Apostle cheapen his message by stating the advan- 
ges of being a Christian. It was the right thing, it was 
true thing, but it was not advantageous in this life 
follow Christ. This the early congregation understood. 
Paul once said “the creation awaits with eager long- 
| the revealing of the Sons of God.” In the desert 
this world are the seekers. What are the eyes of the 
Iker looking for? He looks for faith. He wonders how 
re can be such a thing. He looks for a believer. In 
fime of easy communication such as now he hears 
mty, and he is invited often, but it is the visible man- 
station of faith that will win him. 
“he household of God is a wonderful thing. It is a 
b owship of sinners who are being turned into saints. 
ist is in the midst of them. He wants them to stand 


Suburbia” 


THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
By E. G. Homrighausen 
"he Church, it seems, moves from crisis to crisis. In 
United States at least, it once confronted the economy 
pwant; now it has to reckon with ‘‘the economy of a- 
dance.” What does the Church do and preach in a 
se of plenty? How shall a comfortable man get 
Kingdom of God? 
aspect of this “economy of abundance” is the 
nomenon known as the suburb. Here live the so-call- 
‘middle class of people who enjoy a certain kind of 
ial and intellectual life which is unique. In a sense, 
ky have arrived at a comfortable stage of living. They 
or are in the process of buying their own homes; 
ry have escaped from the congestion of the city and 
are near enough to appropriate its benefits; they 
od their children to newly-built and well-equipped 
pools. Residents of suburbia, while conformists to the 
ess and speech and habits of living of their kind, 
sess a certain sophistication. They are activists on the 
- hand and yet detached isolationists on the other 
id. Their lives are not deeply-rooted. 
suburbia has its many and its growing Churches; it 
people to attend them and work in them. Its parents 
interested in doing Church work. The number of 
ilies attending suburbia’s Churches is surprisingly 
xe. Nor is there any lack of leadership in its church- 


into 


at, then, is wrong with the people of suburbia? 
srmation Service, the publication of the Research De 
tment of the National Council of Churches, finds 
—E the suburb “is a threat to the church’s witness to 
rist’s lordship. Suburbia has introduced the concept 
success into the very center of church life.” It states 
pe 
Advancement, momentary and numerical extension 


out as a city built on a hill. It does not matter one way 
or another whether this city is large or small, all that — 
matters is the hill. Faith is what rises above the sur- — 
rounding circumstances. aa 

The Christian is expected to believe. This is simple, — 
but it is not easy. Right where you are, right in those © 
circumstances you must believe, trust and accept. Thus _ 
you can be a visible member of God’s household. Thus 
Christ can use you to increase His Kingdom. a 

The world of outward things despises such a pro- — 
cedure. It claims that it does not matter. It really does — 
not matter what or how one believes as long as there 4 
are some outward things to show for it. ; 

The Apostle’s Word is an ancient one by now, but 
the world in which he labored is our world, the needs _ 
to which he ministered are our needs. The problem is — 
the same, to choose rightly between the things of this — 
world and the needs of the immortal soul, between and — 
outward success and an inward peace, between | be a 
child of the age and a child of God. 


of power—these are the criteria by which suburbia meas- 
ures all things. Most church programmes are now bur- 
dened with endless haphazard activity in the service of ~ 
success so defined. The task of the churches as witnesses 

to Christ’s lordship and to the power of the cross has _ 
been submerged. Clergy and laity alike are infected 
with the advancement ideology out of which they have 
grown... 

“ ‘Salvation’ and ‘redemption’ are disturbing to sub- 
urbia. These words disturb every one, of course, but sub- 
urbia sees them as representing sticky, non-active, old- 
fashioned Christianity . . . Whatever the reason, the 
biblical faith is rarely met with in suburbia despite 
growing church membership and activity ... 

“The church’s insulation from the world was not cre- 
ated by suburbia; it has simply found its consummation 
there. In a sense, suburbia expresses most fully the se- 
cularization of life which has accompanied industrial- 
ism. It represents the final step in the secularization 
of the church and in the isolation of Christianity from 
man’s struggle for bread . 

“Suburban domination may well be God’s word of 
judgment upon us as his church. For our trespasses and 
complacency we have been delivered to Babylon. Yet 
the gospel is a word of hope and deliverance that can 
still open up and transform hearts bent on advancement 
and individual success, Such a conversion of suburban 
leadership would be the beginning of a new Christian 
era. If and when it comes, it will be by the impact of 
Christ’s judgment and grace, and not by more activity. 
May this word be heard in the churches!” 

What was once the peculiar temptation of the so- 
called “rich” has now become the temptation of a whole 
class of people; indeed, it will be the temptation of the 
people living in an “economy of abundance” which will 
increasingly come into being. How hardly shall those 
who are “rich” get into the Kingdom of God? 


Theology Today 


About two years after leaving 


_ theological seminary I was appoint- 
ed pastor to a Church on a small 
_ West Indian island. My new con- 


gregation consisted entirely of poor 


e coloured families. and I could not 
escape the feeling—in fact I ran 
to meet it—that they were a lucky 


lot to have secured a man like me 


4 for a place like that. I was simply 
_ loaded with learning but, 
_ generous youth, I was willing to 


being a 


a come down to their level. My pas- 


sion for modesty was well under 
Ke eearol. 


- stout elderly negress as Rob: Un- 


‘known to either of us, she it was 
_ who started me on a much needed 


course in humility. Actually all 


she did was to ask if I had found 
time to call on Mary Denny yet. 
I said I had not had time to call 
anywhere yet, but I would get 
around to it. 

At the close of my first Sunday 


service members of the congrega- 


tion beamed on me and shook 


‘hands as they passed out of the 


church into the warm glare of the 


-street. Someone said it was a pity 


that Mary Denny had not been 
there to hear me. 

Old McLean the tailor joined the 
chorus. He was a black, chunky, 
little man and had his store across 


-from the parsonage. He soon made 
himself known and as I sat on my 


veranda in the evenings he would 
throw up to me odd scraps of his 
life story. He had just reached 
seventy he told me, and got his 
pension. He very nearly did not 
get it; couldn’t prove his age; 
couldn’t prove that he had even 
been born at all. Either fire or 
book-worms had devoured the 
Church records of his baptism. He 
guessed I had not heard about old 
Mary Denny. She had really 
saved the day. When she heard of 
his trouble she dove deep down in- 
tc her memory and came up with 
the infant McLean in her arms, and 
herself as his godmother. She re- 
called she was nineteen at the 
time; that she had handed him to 
the minister for baptism; and that 
—oddly enough—it had happened 
en a Monday. She signed a Gov- 
ernment paper for him and he was 
now getting his thirty-six cents ev- 


* Maurice Platts, a British Metho- 
dist, ministered in West Indies, in 
England, and as Chaplain in Ger- 
many, and transferred to The United 
Church of Canada, 1954. 


She Left A Hook 


In My Conscience 


By Maurice Platts* 


ery week, regular as clockwork. 
All roads led to Mary Denny it 
seemed, and before calling on her 
I had a complete dossier. She was 
at least ninety and had been a 
church member for three-quarters 
of a century. Though she was now 
extremely poor she was a person 
of some education. The doctor 
said that she was reaching her 
“terminal” and that three or four 
months would see her away. She 
was confined to her one room in 
an “upstairs house” off the main 
street. That is where I found her. 
It was outrageous flattery to call 
it a house. A tall, narrow, dried-up 
building; its timbers had rotted 
and it tilted out of the vertical 
like a disreputable tower of Pisa. 
Downstairs chickens and stray dogs 
were in possession. The woman 
who went with the house said 
Mary Denny had a room upstairs. 


“New Reverend” Welcomed 

I went up, dodging the hen dung 
and the broken stairs. A startled 
rooster .on the stairway gave a 
mighty squawk and projected him- 
self past my head and flew protest- 
ing into the street. I must have 
tapped on the right door because a 
thin voice invited me in. 

Lying there on the narrow bed 
she looked like a child of twelve, 
except for her brown withered 
face. She swung her feet labor- 
iously off the bed, straightened her 
faded print dress, and pressed my 
proffered hand between hers. She 
was small and slim and had the 
weary alertness of a tired old 
sparrow. 

eye must be the new reverend, 

’ she said and pulled me down- 
aN A by the lapels of my jacket. 
She looked me over carefully. 

“You're very young to be a rev- 
erend” was her comment. “I never 
thought they’d send us one that 
young, never.” 


I wasn’t expecting a crack like 


my minister back home. He = 
hearty lad who swooped upo 
household like a genial dive-b« 
er and withdrew leaving its m ne} 
bers impressed but exhausted. |' 
I sat down on the only ne, 
facing her. I had a nice line of ¢ 
quiries all prepared, about her k i 
life and church work, but she 
me to the punch. 
“Young reverend,” she 
(and I didn’t like that eithe? 
“where are you from?” a | 
“From England,” I said. | 
“What part of England?” q 
asked. # 
“The north,” I said, 
Yorkshire.” 
“How long have you been a x 
erend? 4 
a 
ty 
1 


t 
“county. , i 


1 
‘‘Almost three years,” I answ4: 
ed rather proudly. 
“Do you like the island?” 
“ T like it fine,” I told her. 
She pappered me with a ff! 
more questions and got me throj 
ing the answers back good a 
smart. Then she slipped in a kir 
sized one. She placed a smi 
brown hand on my knee. 4 
“Young reverend,” she ask < 
“why did you come ‘to the island 
“The West Indian Church nee 
ed ministers,’ I said, “and I 4 
cided that when I was throw 
college I would come.” 
She pulled her hand off F 
knee as though she had 
stung. Locking her thin arms 
hind her back she rocked he S¢ 
backwards and forwards. She w 
making a squeaky grumbling sou: 
and the only word that c an 
through clearly was “. . . decidi 
. .”’ It counded pretty contem} 
tuous the way she spat it out. T 
old woman was all het up abe 
something. | 
“You said you decided to con} 
here?” She had stopped rocking ai} 
sat with her head slightly on ol 
side, listening. That was what 
said, I told her. The lines arour 
her nose and mouth creased mo} 
deeply, as though she detec 
foul smell. She began to prod n 
knee with a sharp forefinger. 
“Nearly eighty years ago, youl 
reverend,” she said, “when I sl 
a child of fourteen, a Fale : Ke 
from your country to this islam 
He came on a leaky old sailing shi 
and the journey all but killed hit 
Do you think he decided to come 


“I suppose he must have,” Ty 
nocently answered. 
“Pardon, young reverend, but y 
are wrong. » Mary was getting a 


ei 
| 
J 


ae 


| and her brown cheeks were 
i 


ited with pink. 

de did not decide to come; he 
't even want to come. The 
#ics never suited him. He told 
} and I remember it well, that 
rb elieved God had sent him here. 
Hing reverend, that old minister 
reived me into the church; that’s 
iy God sent him. When ‘there’s 
| deciding to be done about His 

k, God does it.” 


sut for her angry cheeks I might 
re thought the flash of indignation 
‘trick of an old actress, because 
face suddenly changed and 
ry let loose a powerful smile. 
softened her eyes and made her 
im more frail. 
' “God Sent Yow” 
Young reverend,” and she seem- 
to be looking for a worthier 
ung pastor under this crust of 
aceit, “you didn’t decide to come 
re. God sent you, like He sent 
the others before you.” 


ithout turning away she groped 
her Bible resting on a shaky 
miboo table by the bed and laid 
> hand on it. 


**You have not chosen me, but I 
we chosen you’,” she quoted. 


“‘Didn’t He say that?” she asked. 


- admitted that Jesus had said 
st that. 


The effort had tired her and she 
nnted to lie down again. I took 
ir broken canvas shoes in my hand 
hd eased her feet back on to her 
rd. Once settled there she pointed 

ards to a narrow shelf fixed 
‘the wall over her head. 


‘"My church money, young rev- 
end,” she said. “Take it with you.” 


Neatly regimented along the edge 
the shelf were Mary’s offerings 
- the past eight weeks; eight small 
linders of four cents each. A well- 
eaning predecessor of mine had 
sce declined to take it, explaining 
Mary that out of a weekly pen- 
om of thirty-six cents she could 
afford it. Mary told him plenty. 
1e made a contract in her child- 
od to give a tenth of her income 
God, she told him, and he wasn’t 
iing to interfere in matters _ be- 
teen her and the Almighty. I of- 
ted prayer, gathered her cents 
yether, and came away. 


Over a period of three months 
‘visited Mary every week. Each 
me she closed the interview by 
inting up to her little store of 
oney. Each time I walked home 
th four cents in my hand. But 
ore to the point, I always came 


away with a hook in my conscience 
which Mary, unwittingly, had fixed 
there. 


She had two sharp weapons, I 
discovered, and was expert in their 
use. One was her unshakable con- 
viction that God was enormously 
concerned about her. The long line 
of ministers who had come to the 
island to serve her had had no other 
alternative. God had hurled them 
across the seas, one after the other, 
that they might bring Mary into the 
fold of God and keep her there. 
To Mary it was almost laughable 
that some of these “reverends” did 
not appreciate their destiny. 


Her other gift was the power to 
quote the Scriptures—and not just 
the hackneyed phrases dear to negro 
hearts—with such rare aptness that 
the old words rang through the 
mind like a bell. 


Her technique in argument was 
unanswerable in its simplicity. It 
followed three stages. First she pro- 
claimed what her own religious ex- 
perience compelled her to believe. 
Then she quoted some strong, un- 
ambiguous word of Jesus as con- 
firmation of her own experience. 
Finally she held up the shining 
truth in triumph and insisted upon 
a verdict. 


I was a gloomy young pastor 
when I called on Mary for the last 
time. My personal fortunes seem- 
ed to be at their lowest ebb. The 
war was on its second year and I 
wished to join many of my old col- 
lege friends who were chaplains in 
North Africa, or Burma, or on the 
high seas. An unofficial word from 
the missionary authorities stopped 


all that. We were urged to stay at 


our posts. With painful rightness 
they asserted that the Church’s 
holy warfare must still continue. 
Man’s war would end one day; there 
was no discharge in our war. I was 
“frozen” for the duration. 


Worse yet was another word from 
the same source. They knew, of 
course, that my fiancee was to join 
me ofter an absence of three years, 
and that the three years were up. 
But ships were scarce, missionaries’ 
brides did not rate high priority, 
and the Atlantic was a dangerous 
sea. Perhaps next year they said, or 
the next, or maybe when the war 
was over. 


So I was dismal company that day 
for the dying Mary. We talked of 
unhappy things; of wars, and their 
attendant sorrows. I tried on leav- 
ing to strike a happier note. 


“Well, Mary,” I said, “we still 
have lot to thank God for.” 


AF a SS eee Se ee eh ee 


Perhaps Mary knew I was whist- — 
ling to keep my courage up, and ~ 
felt that death could wait while © 
she gave me a last shot in the arm. — 
She sat right up in bed and held © 
four fingers aloft. 4 

“Young reverend,” she said, “I 
have four things to thank God for.” ie 

I closed the door and sat down > 
again. The Lord had delivered me — 
into her hands once more. ¢ 


* 
She thanked God for her eyes. _ 


“T’ve had these eyes of mine for © 
ninety years and they’re as good as 
new. I can still read the smallest 
print without glasses. What can 
man make, young reverend, that 
will last like my eyes?” bs 


She thanked Him for her mea 
ory (and I thought of old McLean) — 
which ‘brought sad and gay pictures — 
from the past, and for her reason — 
which had remained as lucid as a — 
stream. ee 


Her friends completed the list. 
“They bring me food and flowers _ 
and sing the old songs for me; that — 
is real goodness. Before I could — 
repay them, but not now, not ever s 
again. Real goodness.” Be 
Thanks Be to God yk 
But the list of four did not see fe 
the end. Her gratitude built up to — 
a great crescendo of joyousness. — 
That first old minister who had ~ 
risked his neck and crossed the seas 4 
to reach her, he came into it. The — 
high moments she had lived through — 
were recalled as if their joy was _ 
still young and fresh. Even I, this © 
last young one, needing a rebuke © 
so often; even I was worth saying i 
thanks for. Nothing had been acci- | 
dental or by chance, God had in- — 
tended it all for Mary. For her God — 
had taken deliberate and kindly © 
aim and dropped immense blessings — 
right at her feet. She was like a wee © 
grateful bird at the end of a good — 
summer, singing its heart out. She © 
laid her perennial thankfulness a- 
longside my temporary gloom and 
another hook went into my con-— 
science. 


% 


os, 


i 


I had to raise my sun-glasses and 
dry my eyes on the street. It was 
surprising I told myself, how the 
coral streets and the tropical sun 
played old Harry with one’s eyes. 


I left the island a few days later 
for a tour of duty in another field 
and Mary died before I got back. 
The morning after my return my 
old cook heaved her way up the 
stairs to my study and gave an ac- 
count of her stewardship during my 
absence. She followed this with an 


(Continued on page 13) 
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YOU SING AND WORSHIP 


A characterizing mark of you young people is that 


_ you love to sing. You will break into song on any oc- 


casion. But to the dismay of some of your oldsters you 
will shift freely from a top hit tune to a gospel melody 
almost in the same breath. You are not irreverent, how- 
ever, in these switches—if you were, they would be 


ae wrong. You are merely giving expression to a buoyant 


nature that in its way says, “The Christ Whom we serve 
is Lord of our fun as well as our devotion.” 


eal the midst of your free mingling of songs, you too 
have a sense of what goes. The campfire lends itself 
to one type, the fellowship hall to another, but spiritual 
as they may be, they seem out of place in the sanctuary 
of the church. There you tend to still another kind. 
Where there is a specific releis purpose you stick to 


_the spiritual. It’s when you’re in the unplanned group 
or driving in a bus or car that anything goes, and that 


) I believe is right. 


In worship you are devout except when the service 
is held in an auditorium or general assembly—then you 
sometimes tend to be inattentive and pre-occupied with 
your own affairs. Many of you must still learn that God’s 
Word and His Presence make a holy temple out of any 
room, even though a church will always inspire us with 
a special sense of worship through its architecture and 
furnishings. As young people, you like many of your 
oldsters must learn to use the moments before worship 


_ for preparation, prayer, and meditation. 


Perhaps a systematic study of church music, liturgy, 
and architecture in your local Luther League would 
help you to sing and worship with more meaning. 


DO YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS? 


The following quiz might help you to determine in 


what areas a little added knowledge would help you to 


get more out of music and worship. 


iy There is no difference between a hymn, a chorale, 
or a gospel song. T or F. 


Martin Luther wrote “Living For Jesus.” T or F. 
Antiphonal singing means responsive singing. T or F, 


Amen after a hymn means “So be it.” T or F. 


oR wo pw 


The church year is based on the life of Martin Lu- 
ther. T or F. 


John W. Nielsen, Edit f 


q 

4 

6. Sacrificial means God to man, represented by | 
pastor facing the congregation. T or F. é 

. 

7. Sacramental means man to God represented by 1 
pastor facing the altar. T or F. : 

4 

8. An informal spontaneous prayer is more spirit 
than a liturgical prayer. T or F. : 

e ‘4 

9. Advent is the season of the church year which f 
lows Christmas. T or F. : 1 
10. The season of Lent is symbolized by white on t 
altar and the stole. T or F. ‘ 


11. Quinquagesima Sunday is that Sunday approximate 

70 days before Easter. T or F. 
The color of green is the symbol of the Trinity se 
son. T or F. 


12: 


13. The nave of the church is the place where the 


gregation sits. T or F. 


& 
: 


14. The chancel is the place in the church bet sie the F 
tar is: T or F. | 

iy The sacristy is the place for the pastor’s prival 
prayer and should not be entered just prior to 
service without knocking. T or F. : 

16. The stole is a symbol of the yoke of ‘Christ and i 
ordination. T or F. 

17. The collect is a shorter word for the collection. Tc 


F: 


18. Roman Catholics believe that the wafer and win 
change in substance so that they become the ver 
body and blood of Christ. T or F. 


19. My Lutheran Church conducts too formal a servie 
on Sundays. T or F. 


20. The hymns we sing in church should be more swing 


in rhythm. T or F. 

1 
Martin Luther made no contribution to congreg: 
tional singing. T or F. 


21. 


22. Singing in church or choir is a good way of show 


ing faith. T or F. 


Symbols of the Christian Church 
The Symbols Of The Apostles 


ter: 


In the forefront of the 
»ostles stands Peter, the 


fas ‘bold and impetuous, 
mt his confidence was in 
mmself until he was 
oroughly humbled by 
sus. Then, although he 
Fas still bold, he no long- 
' trusted in himself but 
_ his Lord Christ. 


-It was Peter who first declared of Jesus, “Thou art 
se Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). 
was he who denied his Master three times before the 
ek crowed making the crowing cock his frequent 
rmbol. It was he who, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
‘ought about the first great addition to the early Chris- 
jan Church through his Pentecost sermon, and it was 
», through the vision of the sheet full of foods, who 
cst realized that the grace of the gospel reached out 
eyond the limits of the Jewish law. It seems that Peter, 
xe the other apostles, spent his final years in mission- 
*y journeys. 


There are numerous stories concerning Peter’s death. 
the story that is best known is that he was unwilling to 
= crucified in the same position as his Master had been. 
-t his own request, therefore, he was fastened to the 
ross head downward. Although the reliability of this 
-adition is uncertain, it is the basis for the inverted 
ross as a symbol for Simon Peter. , 


Another common symbol for Peter consists of the 
rossed keys. They refer to Matt. 16:19, where it is 
acorded that Jesus said to Peter, “I will give you the 


eys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind _ 


m earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
sose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” The exact 
neaning of this saying has long been debated by Ro- 
yan Catholics and Protestants. Oscar Cullman in his 
ook on Peter perhaps comes closest to the truth when 
e says that Peter by the authority of Jesus was the 
eal leader of the early church but he resigned this 
sadership to James in order that he might engage in 
iissionary activity. The commission was personal, how- 
ver, and ended with Peter making all claims of the 
‘oman papacy without foundation. 


On the shield of Peter we therefore find the inverted 
oss and the crossed keys. 


Hymns Youth Loves To Sing 


Leaguers at the Minnesota District Bible Camp se- P 


lected their favorite hymn, chorale, and gospel song. — 


‘3 


“Holy, Holy, Holy” was the favorite hymn, “A Mighty — 


Fortress” the favorite chorale, and “Living For Jesus” 


the favorite gospel song. 
The top ten songs listed were as follows: 
1. “Living For Jesus” 
2. ‘‘A Mighty Fortress” . 
3. “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
4. “The Old Rugged Cross” 
5. “We've A Story To Tell To The Nations” 
6. “Beautiful Saviour” 
7. “Christ The Lord Is Risen Again” 
8. “Go, Tell It On The Mountain” 
9. “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” 


10. “Rock Of Ages” 


Here Are The Answers 
LE2P 307 4:75.Fh6F 76 8 FoF 10m 


matter of personal opinion, 20. a matter of personal opin- 


tom? 2122 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


Here are more pithy sayings from the pen of 
Olfert Ricard translated especially for you by Pas- 
tor Einer Romer. _ 

“It apyears that the law of prayer is just as 
binding in the spiritual world as the law of grav- 
ity in the natural world. Nothing happens in the 
work of the Kingdom of God unless there is pray- 
er.” 

“You may be sure that behind every noble deed 
in the world that has brought our eyes to shine 
and our hearts to beat in admiration there has 
been a Gethsemane of prayer where someone has 
spent a night on his knees pleading with God to 
gain the transformation of will and purpose that 
enabled him to say, ‘““Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven.” . 


11OF 12, F138. TS 14.7, 15.7, 16. T, 17.48, 19) ee 
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: BY THE FIRESIDE 
| 

4 THE STEWARDSHIP OF LIVING 


God loaned me life, and I must pay 
Him back a portion of each day 
; In loving service; I must give 
A part of every hour I live 
in thoughtful, kindly deeds to others 
Who are my sisters and my brothers. 
_ God loaned me coins I may not spend 
For any wasteful, selfish end. 
They are a trust that I must hold 
As sacred, All the World’s bright 


| 
a 


Belongs to Him, and in my spending 

I must repay (His gracious lending. 

God put His love within my heart, 

A love I ever must impart 

To a world in desperate need of care, 

All things God gives me I must 
share. 

This is the stewardship of living. 

A spontaneous and joyous giving. 


—Grace Noll Crowell. 


i 

fe 

; A MAN, A MATCH AND A ONE SPOT ON EARTH 

k 

4 nM ‘When men see that a prairie fire is 


4 As a golfer in a tournament teed 
off on the sixteenth hole, he had a 
good chance of winning. It was a 
short hole, and his iron shot landed 
directly on the green. He strode 
cdewn the fairway, happily weighing 
the possibilities of getting a birdie. 
But his heart sank when he reached 
the green and found that his ball 
had rolled into a small paper bag 
discarded by someone in the gallery. 
He couldn’t hit the (ball as it lay, and 
if he removed it from the bag it 
would cost him a penalty stroke he 
could ill afford. He studied for a mo- 
ment, then reached into his pocket, 
took out a book of matches and lit 
the ‘bag. When it had burned into 
ashes, he addressed his ball and sank 
the putt—amidst a deafening roar 
fiom the crowd. 


—Gluey Gleanings. 


ALL INSIDE 


Last eve I walked a certain street 
And met such gloomy folk; 

I made great haste to pass them by, 
And neither smiled nor spoke. 

The giant elms drovped sullenly, 
The very sun was dim; 

I met a friend and said, “I hope 
I’ve seen the last of him.” 

Today I walked the selfsame street, 
And loved the folks I met; 

If business had not made me leave 
I would have been there yet. 

Of course, I’ve solved the mystery— 
"Tis very plain to see: 

The day I met the gloomy folks, 
The gloom was inside me! 


—Author Not Known. 


coming, what do they do? Not the 
fleeting horse can escape. They just 
take a match and light the grass 
around them. They take their stand 
in the burnt area and are safe. They 
hear the flames roar as they come 
aJong, but they do not fear. They do 
not even tremble as the ocean of 
flames surge about them, for over the 
place where they stand the fire has 
already passed and there is no dan- 
ger. 


And there is one spot on earth that 
God has swept over. Nineteen hun- 
dred years ago the storm burst on 
Calvary, and the Son of God took it 
into His open ‘bosom; now, if we 
take our stand by the open Cross, we 
are safe for time and eternity. 


—D. L. Moody 


HOW WOULD YOU FEEL... 


If God gave us the same amount 
of time and attention that we devote 
to Him? 


If God offered as many excuses as 


we do, and if the excuses were no 


more justifiable than ours? 


If God’s promises were no more 
certain than ours? 


If God withheld His blessings from 
us as we withhold our offerings from 
Him?—Robert G. Lee. 


SUCH STRANGE CONDUCT! 


The men who conquered the Ro- 
man Empire for Christ bore the as- 
pect of invaders from another world, 


who absolutely refused to be na tu 
alized to this -world. 


y 


Their conduct filled their heath 
neighbors ‘with the strangest perp! 
ity; the were so careless of life 
careful of conscience, so prodiga 
their own blood, so confident of 
overcoming power of the blood — 
the Lamb, so unsubdued to the cu 
toms of the country in which they s 
journed, so unmindful of the mar 
ef that country from whence | 
came not. The help of the world, 
patronage of its rulers, the loan o: 
resources, the use of its methods 
utterly refused, lest by employi 
these they might compromise thi 
King. 


An invading army maintained fro 
an invisible base, and placing m 
confidence in the leadership of 
unseen Commander than in all 
perial help that might be proffered- 
that was what so bewildered and an 
gered the heathen, who so often de 
sired to make friends with the Chris 
tians without abandoning their ow: 
gods. } 

alb: 


But there can be no reason 
doubt that that age in which t 
Church was so completely separate 
from the world was the age in whic 
Christianity was most victorious | 
the world. —A. J. Gordon 


Uncle Henpeck: You boys of tod: 
want too much money. Do you kno: 
what I was getting when I was mai 
ried to your aunt? 


(Nephew: Nb. but I'll bet you didn 
either. 


sie? Teer ee 


A teacher was trying to impres 
her pupils with the importance 0 
Geonge Washington, and the reasol 
for celebrating his birthday. : 

“Now, if the Southern states hae 
succeeded in making the Confederac; 
an independent country, what woulk 
Washington be the father of?” 


“Twins!” one bright little boy an 
swered promptly. 


Fabulous wealth and world-wid 
fame await the designer of a woman’ 
shoe that is langer on the inside tha: 
the outside. 


Rt a 


irges ‘Superficial?’ American 
stianity Hampers Mission Work 


Methodist official said at Silver 
, N. Y. the Church is handicapped 
ts missionary work because Amer- 


I secretary of mis- 
ary education for the Methodist 
ird of Missions made the charge 
the keynote address to the 54th an- 
{1 (Silver Bay Conference of which 
was chairman. The sessions were 
msored by four units of the Na- 
Is Council of Churches. 

‘hiding American Christianity for 
wing “generosity without dedica- 
an,” Dr. Quimby said the world can 
redeemed only by church people 
ip are “more like Christ in their ap- 
yal and in their attitudes.” 


(Communism has more missionaries 
Southeast Asia than Protestantism 
_ in the entire world,” one report 
H. “The Communists spend more on 
irature in India than our State De- 
“tment spends on its entire South- 
Asia operation. In one six-month 
riod, ‘10,000 ‘Chinese high school stu- 
ts left their homes in Malay for 
fH China.” 


Wationalism, in Southeast Asia, the 
ort added, “has become a religion 
ich often claims the entire person.” 


wptian Gov’t To Confiscate 
ro Scottish Mission Schools 


Sairo—Egyptian education author- 
*s in Alexandria are preparing to 
ifiscate two schools of the Scottish 
urch Mission which have declined 
comply with a new religious in- 
uction law, the semi-official news- 
per Algoumhouria reported. 


The new law, which goes into ef- 
it in the fall, requires all Christian 
.ools to teach the Islamic religion 
their Moslem students. 


“he paper identified the schools as 
int Andrew’s School for Boys and 
: Scottish School for Girls, both of 
ich have kindergarten, primary and 
“ondary sections. 


A411 other schools in the Alexandria 


2a have agreed to obey the new 
tulation, the paper added. 


eckay Hits College Students’ 
litude Toward Religion 


-riceton, N. J—Dr. John A. Mackay, 
isident of (Princeton Theological 
ninary, attacked “attitudes toward 
igion in academic circles,” particu- 


larly the lack of emotion on the part 
of college and university students. 


“The supreme type is the one who 
sees the value of religion and can 
analyze it but does not commit him- 
self to it,” he declared. 


Dr. Mackay gave the opening ad- 
dress at the 15th annual Princeton 
Institute of Theology. 


“It is very difficult to develop any 
enthusiasm for anything because the 
ideal is not to get out of line with the 
crowd,” he said. “We’ve got to urge 
students to take the great idea and 
to take the great chance. Nothing great 
is achieved without a passion. 


“Commitment without reflection 
leads to fanaticism but reflection with- 
out commitment leads to sterility.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Outline Studies in Acts 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas, Wm. B. 
Eerdman Publ. Co., 555 pages, $4.50. 

Any one who wants to speak on the 
Acts or teach the book, will welcome 
this volume. It has 133 outline studies 
covering the whole book. It may well 
be an inspiration to a pastor who looks 
for fresh preaching material and for 
the adult Bible Class teacher. It cer- 
tainly makes the book become alive. 
—J.M.J. 


Acts of the Apostles 


By David Thomas, Baker Book House, 
493 pages, $3.95. 

This is a reprint of a book publish- 
ed in 1870. It is a homilitical com- 
mentary on the Acts. If the sugges- 
tions in this ibook are used together 
with the book by Griffith Thomas 
reviewed above, the teacher and 
preacer will be well prepared. — 
J.M.J. 


MANAGERS WANTED 


Managers wanted by Oct. 1st for 
Luth. Welfare Society’s Old People’s 
Home in Wayne, Alta. Must be con- 
fessing ‘Christians (Luth.). For further 
information write: 


(Chris Morck, 


2116 Broadview Rd. 
Calgary, Alta. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


A ok ait lh cals eR Ne LD 


SHE LEFT A HOOK 

(Continued from page 9) 
account of Mary’s funeral. It had 
been, she said, “A bootiful foonal”’ — 
The number of cars | had been count- — 
ed and the length of the procession — 
measured and a record for these — 
things had been established. Before — 4 
leaving me to ponder these statistics — 
she dropped a dirty paper bag on e 
my desk. 


It was as I expected. Inside cat 4 
bag were four little screws of pa- ‘ 
per, four cents in each. The church > 
militant here on earth had received 
the last oe toe from Mary a . 


she reached the other side. m 
That was fifteen years ago and e j 
know now that for every young — 
preacher, bursting at the seams with — 
proud wisdom, God has prepared | 
a Mary Denny. Some of them hit 
harder than others. Mine hit hard 
enough. She left my green young > 
conceit (bruised and battered. It 
has never recovered from her on- 4 
slaught. As Mary would say: so 
perish all the Lord’s enemies. Ss 
United Church Observer — 

Printed by Permission — 


Benefits 
for Lutherans 
through 
Life Insurance 


futheran 


Brotherhood 


mail coupon below 
{=e eee ee 


ff LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD | 
4 701 Second Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send me information on how I 
can participate in LB’s Living Benefits. 


| | 
| | 
| Names ee ae | 
| ia aioe a cli SERA i) | 
| | 
| | 


Address 
Clty ee ee State. 
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AnLi6 
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; ss 


School General Home 


Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fu! 
1385.21 
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Peter H. Petersen.” 
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Contribution from Guild ‘Circle, 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


- Milwaukee, Wis., Kingo Luth S. S., DVBS Mission Offering 


Owatonna, Minn., Our Saviour’s 

: of Mrs. Lucy - Jacobsen 

Marcus, Iowa, Nazareth Luth. Churen 
friends in memory of Carl J. ] 


Following 


Previously acknowledged 


-Viborg, S. Dak., Bethany Luth. Church from friends in memory 


of Carl M. Hansen 


Kenmare, N. Dak., from a friend 


Cedar Falls, Iowa, from friends 
C. Hansen 


Beresford, S. Dak., Nazareth and St. Paul Parish in memory of 


Ida Ebsen from Clarence Fillingsness 
Mrs. Anna Jessen $2, 
Manhattan, Kans., Mrs. Aug. Krey 
acknowledgments through Anton 
Treas., Standard, Alta., Canada: 
Standard, Alta., 
Innisfail, Bethany Luth. 
Hussar, Our 
from S. S. and Jr. Mission Bank 
Des Moines, la., Highland Park Luth. WMS 
Nebraska District WMS Project 
Westby, Mont., Daneville Luth. Church, 
‘ Hansen $10, Hans B. Madsen $2, 


Church, 


tensen $5, Rufus Wittmayer $3, Geo. 


Danevillé Church $25.75 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 

Davey, Nebraska. Although we have 
always strongly favored the merger, 
probably none will be sadder at see- 
ing Trinity Seminary leave Blair, than 
members of the Nazareth Congrega- 
tion at Davey, Nebraska. 

For about three and a half years 
we have been served each Sunday 
by Seminarians from Trinity. They 
have not only led and taught in the 
Sunday School and held Divine Wor- 


Elim Church, Petaluma, 
This belated acknowledgment, to correct the over sight. 


Ree ANON pata WRG ee 


from 


Henning Anderson $1 . 


Canadian 


Myrthu, 


‘Ladies Aid and Dorcas Society 
C. R. Pedersen 
Saviour’s Con. Luth. Church, Joint Offering 


and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
Nielsen $2, Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Jensen $2, ‘Clarence Chris- 
C. Andersen $10, 


Mr. 
Rev. 


Calif., 


Sorry. PVH, Treas. 
Foreign 
Missions South 


Total (Where Most Amer. 


44879.43 592.08] 7704.15 


in memory 


relatives and 


1445.21 


appearing a few weeks ago should have been shown as “in memory — 


Japan 
Received Needed) Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Action Missic 

|16000,00|25000.00|10000.00|16745.00 
9200.01 


Eldon 
ID. Wake 


ship, but have further given of their 
time and energy to remain in the 
community into the afternoons to visit 
in the homes and instruct. They have 
aided with Sunday School programs 
and Lenten services. Theirs has been 
a sincere love of God, a depth of faith, 
and a zeal for bringing Christ into 
every life that has warmed the hearts 
of all. 

At Easter time of this year five 
children were baptized. On July first 
one infant and three adults were bap- 


Indian‘! Utah « sie 


1717.08) 2900.06] 510,92] » 


598.82] 


41.67 1516. 


1786.40] 3017.46 


1956 
Luth. 


Santal Sudan Jewish World Chi 


433 


5036.76] 7718.79] 124.78|145 


tized and sixteen others (nine adults 
were received into the congregatio. 


through confirmation and _ transfel 
We are now looking forward to th 
confirmation of eight young peopl 
in August. 


The young men who served her 
this year were Pastor Niels Carlse 
and Mr. Myron Haleen. We are ir 
deed grateful to them and their pre 
fessors at Trinity for so masterful 
bringing Christ’s message to us. 


TAKE AN EMETIC 

: (Continued from page 3) 

tely under the spell of an orthodox and satanic 
lism. Where is the passionate voice of authority 
akes their demons tremble? 


spoke with authority. There was passion in His 
They brought man face to face with God and 
an himself. Man met God when Jesus spoke. 


, either loved Jesus or they hated Him. 
| 


this either/or is not what we want in our day. 


ssionate conviction, please! 


live like the people in “Suburbia.” An interest- 
ticle is found on page 7 in this issue. 


} 

all this remind us of the church in Laodicea? 
314-21. Here are some excerpts in the letter to 
rurch: “‘I know your works; you are neither cold 


TORAL CALLING BECOMING A LOST ART? 


Margaret Henrichsen is the minister of a rural 
n Maine which includes seven churches. She has 
well-known throughout America by magazine 
about her remarkable ministry’ and her own 
hich is entitled Seven Steeples. 

Henrichsen addressed a conference recently and 
_ that pastoral: calling is becoming a lost art in 
stapaced age and land. She sees this as a threat 
ery life of the church, for her own experience 
inistry has convinced her that it is essential that 
and people know each other intimately if the 
-ry relationships of affection and understanding 
red concern for the work of the kingdom are to 
t up. 

pastoral visitation is becoming a lost art is easy 
rstand. The demands on the time and energy of 
stor—and the members—of an average-sized con- 
n today leave little time for the kind of calling 
= associate with the easier-paced days of a gener- 
two ago. 

»ral calling which enables both pastor and parish- 
o know each other better through a confident 
of aspirations as well as problems lays the 
work for unity and solidarity in the church. Vis- 
f this kind is an enriching experience for pastor 
ple, for it is much more than the fulfilling of 
ation required by a custom carried over from 


n who is to live happily and meaningfully can 
or by himself. Life must be shared, and the work 


nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So, because 
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew 
you out of my mouth.” 


What did these people think of themselves? Listen 
to the voice: “I am rich, I have prospered and I need 
nothing.” 


Does this sound like some of the optimistic voices of 
today? : 

But let us go on. These people did not know that, 
“You are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.” 


Even Christ would spew such people out of His mouth. 


These lines have been written because of deep con- 
cern. But probably no one will pay any attention to 
them. We do not expect a single letter because of this 
editorial. It is too pessimistic. 


Take an emetic! 


of the kingdom must become a vital concern of all who 
are a part of the church. How better can this be ac- 
complished than by the encouragement of the mutual 
understanding and trust which result when pastor and 
people come to know each other better in the light of a 
common faith and a task in which they both find life’s 
deepest meaning? 

The church cannot be maintained by the efforts of the 
minister alone—as pastor, preacher, teacher, and ad- 
ministrator. It can thrive only when the people work 
together with him as one whose vision they share and 
whose concern for the daily problems in the parish are 
their own. To achieve this relationship the ministry of 
pastoral calling must be maintained. 

—Covenant Weekly 


A tombstone is a terrible place to preach from, and 
a far worse place to try to gather a congregation—but 
if John Wesley had waited until the Church of England 
opened its doors to him, and he could have preached 
from a proper pulpit with a “proper” congregation, 
there never would have been any revival in England, 
and there never would have been any Methodist church. 

When Jesus said “Follow Me,” I think He intended 
that we should follow Him in making the most of the 
imperfect, in doing what can be done with things as 
they are. 

Robert E. Goodrich, Jr., in 
What’s It all About? 
(Fleming H. Revell Co.) 


COMPLETE CONCORDANCE _ 
OF THE 


REVISED STANDARD VERSION 
BIBLE 


Publication Date: February 1, 1957 
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